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Synopsis

In many countries around the world, universal access to education is a seemingly unattainable
dream; however, determined individuals with vision and drive have made this dream come true for
many. This book highlights people such as Okello, a former child soldier in Uganda, who founded a
school for children like himself whose education was derailed by war; Julia Bolton Holloway who
realized that the only effective way to educate Roma children was to teach literacy to their parents
at the same time; Shannen Koostachin, a passionate 13-year-old whose fight for the right of First
Nations children to have proper schools endured even after her untimely death. These uplifting
stories of people who were undeterred in their fight to bring education to children will leave young

readers with excellent models of how to mobilize support when fighting for social justice.
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Customer Reviews

Gr 54 “8a "The obstacles children face worldwide to obtain an education are discussed in
accessible terms using real-life examples of how youth and adults fight these barriersa "from gender
bias in the Middle East to gang violence in Chicago to poverty in India. The work is divided into four
topics: poverty, discrimination, violence, and protest movement. Each subject has two sections that
discuss the situation through personal narratives, usually from the perspective of an educator. The
stories are engaging and well paced. Readers will learn a bit of backstory about how educational
inequality is built into a particular culture or region (for example, Roma people were ostracized from
the larger European community), what this discrimination means (systematic poverty, high rates of

illiteracy), and what people are doing to make a change (Julia Bolton Holloway’s Alphabet School



and Emir Selimi’s activism for Roma people in Sweden). Softly colored pages, clear photographs,
and small chalkboard and pinned note insets with quotes from the text help to create visual appeal.
Further information is offset in notebooklike graphics. An introduction, an afterword, and main
sources are included. VERDICT This is a fascinating and frightening examination of international
education issues; a solid addition for libraries wanting more titles on education or social

A

justice.d "Tamara Saarinen, Pierce County Library, WA --This text refers to the Hardcover edition.

Laura Scandiffio is the author of many non-fiction books for young readers, including the
award-winning title, People Who Said No (2013 Skipping Stones Honor Award, Independent
Publishers Book Award, 2013 Eric Hoffer Book Award.) She lives in Toronto, ON, Canada.
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